
Measuring Time 

                             
 

 There are many different ways to measure things, 
as the pictures above show.  Sometimes it’s important to 
measure how long we have been cooking something or how 
long we are allowed to watch t.v. in a day.  We can also 
measure how far we have driven a car or how long we 
have been alive.  These things are measured in different 
ways.  For example, cooking time is measured by minutes 
or hours (a measure of time), while driving a car is 
measured in feet or miles (a measure of distance).  
  

THINK:  All scientists have to measure things to show 
their work is accurate.  What do you think Charles 
Darwin had to measure to think up his Theory of Natural 
Selection & Evolution?  
 

 
 
 How do you think he measured this? 
 

___________________________________________ 
 
Darwin studied the changes of living things over great 
lengths of time, called geological time.  He was using 
measurement too!   
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Look at the picture below.  The numbers next to each 
island are telling you that island’s age in years.  Do you 
know which Hawaiian island has the only currently active 
volcano on it?  CIRCLE it in the picture if you know it.   
 

 
 

The only island with an active volcano today is the island 
of Hawai‘i, which we call the Big Island.   
 
THINK:  Is the Big Island young or old compared to the 
other islands in the Hawaiian chain?  _______________ 
 

How can you tell?  The Hawaiian Kāhuna knew which 
islands were the oldest. They made a chant called the 
Kumulipo about the creation of the islands in the order 
today’s scientists believe they actually happened.  What 
did the Kāhuna see that we can see on the map of the 
island above, or by looking right outside our window? 
 

Prepare your answers for CLASS DISCUSSION. 
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